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Keplinger strives to create seamlessly-cra�ed, terroir-driven, Rhone varietal wines 
�om diverse sites in Napa, Sonoma & Sierra Foothills. All the vineyards are 
hillside or mountain sites, carefully farmed for small berries and concentrated 
�avors, in close collaboration with Helen. �e wines are made in small lots, with 
careful a�ention paid to every detail. Keplinger constantly strives to make unique 
wines that are expressions of their vineyards and vintages. Today, production of 
nine boutique cuvees totals 1,600 cases, and a single vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon 
�om Oakville Ranch Vineyard, Oakville AVA has been added to the line up.

WINE SCORES CRITIC REVIEW PUBLICA-
TION CRITIC  TASTING NOTES
Keplinger 2017 Cabernet Sauvignon, Oakville 
Ranch Vineyard

Vintners: Helen Keplinger and DJ Warner
Winemaker: Helen Keplinger
Varietal: 90% Cabernet Sauvignon, 9% Cabernet 
Franc, 1% Petit Verdot
Appellation: Oakville
Producktion 300 Cases
Alcohol:: 14.6%
Aging: 22 Months in 100% French Oak Barrels 97 
Points A primary beast of a wine, the 2017 Cabernet 
Sauvignon Oakville Ranch Vineyard comes from a 
great vineyard in Oakville and is 91% Cabernet 
Sauvignon, 8% Cabernet Franc, and 1% Petit Verdot. 
O�ering full-bodied richness and an elegant, layered 
mouthfeel, it has a wonderful bouquet of blue fruits, 
graphite, crushed rocks, and integrated oak. It has the 
more elegant style of the 2017 vintage, but it certain-
ly doesn’t come up short on concentration, richness, 
or length. The vintage doesn’t get much better. 
Jeb Dunnuck Jeb Dunnuck

Tasting Date:
1/27/21 The vibrant nose sings with 
notes of cassis, black cherry, boysenberry, violets, 
raspberry �ower, aromatic
herbs, red licorice, pink peppercorn, darjeering tea, 
iron. The silky entry opens to intense �avors of red
and black fruits, black tea, anise, bittersweet choco-
late, and terra cotta with exotic Indian spices
underpinned by powder �ne, textural, mouth-coat-
ing tannins through to the long �nish.
94 Points Ripe, fresh and very inviting, with 
crushed plum and blackberry notes leading the way, 
showing streaks of singed vanilla, sweet bay leaf and 
menthol. The ample grip is very �ne-grained, meld-
ing nicely with the fruit through the �nish. Drink now 
through 2034. 307 cases made. — JM Wine 
Spectator James Molesorth

Tasting Date:
3/31/21 
H35
2018 Caldera, El Dorado

Vintners: Helen Keplinger and DJ Warner
Winemaker: Helen Keplinger
Varietal: 77% Mourvedre, 19% Grenache, 4% Counise
Appellation: El Dorado, Sierra Foothils
Producktion 150 Cases
Alcohol:: 14.7%
Aging: 16 months in 100% Neutral Demi-Muids, 600L 
French Oak
94 Points The Mourvèdre-dominated 2018 
Caldera (there is 19% Grenache and 2% Counoise) 
has a classic, spicy, red-fruited and white pep-
per-scented bouquet as well as medium to full-bod-
ied richness on the palate. It’s another impeccably 
made, balanced wine from this label that is going to 
deliver the goods over the coming 10-12 years. 
Jeb Dunnuck Jeb Dunnuck

Tasting Date:
1/27/21 Yin and yang balanced aromas 
of black plum pastry, brooding roasted meat, fresh 
rose, wet slate, black licorice, mission �g, red earth, 
and dried aromatic herbs. The entry is insanely silky, 
with blue and black fruit, intense black licorice, slate 
and savory and then violet notes which persist 
through the seamless, silky midpalate to the extend-
ed �nish. 
93 Points So supple and elegantly layered, with 
plump raspberry and blackberry �avors that pick up 
accents of grilled meat, orange peel and toasty 
mocha. Finishes with re�ned tannins. Mourvèdre, 
Grenache and Counoise. Drink now through 2029. 
120 cases made. — TF Wine Spectator 
Tim Fish

Tasting Date:
3/31/21  
2018 LITHIC, Shake Ridge Vineyard, Amador

Vintners: Helen Keplinger and DJ Warner
Winemaker: Helen Keplinger
Varietal: 46% Grenache, 35% Mourvedre, 19% Syrah
Appellation: El Dorado, Sierra Foothils
Producktion 240 Cases
Alcohol:: 14.6%
Aging: 18 months in 100% French Oak Barrels, 30% new Oak 

96 Points A darker, richer wine, the 2018 Lithic is a Southern Rhône-like blend of 46% 
Grenache, 35% Mourvèdre, and 19% Syrah that’s all from a site in Amador County. Blackberries, 
smoked meats, pepper, and chocolate notes emerge from the glass, and it’s medium to 
full-bodied, with a rounded, seamless texture and terrific tannins. It’s brilliant wine that will 
certainly stand up to any number of great Châteauneuf du Papes. Jeb Dunnuck Jeb Dunnuck

Tasting Date:
1/27/21 Nose of violets, blackberry, blood orange rind, black cherry, allspice, 
blue fruit, rosemary, pipe tobacco, black pepper. The silky entry opens to a broad midpalate, with 
fine tannins underpinning the entirety of the long, pipe tobacco-raspberry finish. Still young in its 
development, yet already very impressive, endlessly complex. 
93 Points Alluring and vibrant, with multilayered and expressive black raspberry, dusty mocha 
and smoked meat accents that finish with polished tannins. Grenache, Mourvèdre and Syrah. 
Drink now through 2028. 240 cases made. — TF Wine Spectator Tim Fish

Tasting Date:
3/17/21  
2018 Sumo, Shake Ridge Vineyard, Amador

Vintners: Helen Keplinger and DJ Warner
Winemaker: Helen Keplinger
Varietal: 13% Syrah, 84% Petite Syrah, 3% Viognier
Appellation: Amardor
Producktion 295 Cases
Alcohol:: 14.8%

Aging: 18 months in 100% French Oak Barrels, 60% new Oak 94 Points 
The inky hued 2018 Sumo (85% Petite Sirah, 13% Syrah, and the rest Viognier) reveals a 
lively bouquet of blue fruits, violets, peony, spiced meats, and bouquet garni. This 
full-bodied, rich, yet elegant Petite Sirah has building tannins, terrific purity and a great 
finish. It’s another brilliant wine from the Sierra Foothills. Jeb Dunnuck Jeb 
Dunnuck

Tasting Date:
1/27/21  The 2018 Sumo is a showstopper. Aromas of ink, mixed 
berry cobbler, resin, lilies, carob, asphalt, boysenberry, blueberry, black peppercorn. The 
ultra-silky, mouth-filling palate is broad and plush, with sweet blue and black fruit, savory black 
peppercorn, flowers, tar, and graphite persisting through the very end of the super-long finish. 
94 Points Intense yet the texture is rich and polished. Offers deeply structured blueberry and 
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huckleberry flavors that draw in dusky spice, dried orange and dark chocolate. Petite Sirah, Syrah and Viognier. Drink now through 2030. 250 cases made. — TF Wine Spectator Tim Fish

Tasting Date:
3/17/21 
2018 Hangman's Syrah, Hudson Vineyard, Carneros

Vintners: Helen Keplinger and DJ Warner
Winemaker: Helen Keplinger
Varietal: 95% Syrah, 5% Viognier
Appellation: Carneros
Producktion 209 Cases
Alcohol:: 14.9%
Aging: 18 months in 500L & 228L French oak barrels, 50% new oak  99 Points Another awesome wine from Helen Keplinger, the 
2018 Syrah Hangman's comes from the Hudson Vineyard in Carneros and includes 5% Viognier. Incredible notes of black raspberries, olive 
tapenade, wild�owers, and bacon fat emerge from this Côte-Rôtie look-alike on steroids. Deep, opulent, and multi-dimensional on the 
palate, with full-bodied richness, it’s a knockout bottle of wine that will shine for at least 10-15 years. As with the Fuego Y Mar, there’s no 
need to delay grati�cation, though. Jeb Dunnuck Jeb Dunnuck

Tasting Date:
1/27/21

VARIETAL: 83% Petite Syrah, 11% Syrah, 6% Viognier 
APPELLATION: Amador 
PRODUCTION: 285 Cases 
ALCOHOL: 14.8%
AGING: 18 months in 100% French oak barrels, 
60% new oak

The 2019 Sumo has a deep, dark nose of brambly 
blackberry, blueberry jam, black licorice, black cherry 
stones, violets, cassis bud, cedar, and a hint of white 
pepper. The palate has a silky entry with seamless, 
velvet-textured tannins throughout to the finish, subtly 
framing the blue and black fruit, asphalt, cherry 
blossom, dried herb and spice flavors on the palate.

VARIETAL: 38% Grenache, 36% Mourvedre, 25% Syrah
APPELLATION: El Dorado, Sierra Foothils
PRODUCTION: 250 Cases
ALCOHOL: 14.9%
AGING: 18 months in 100% French oak barrels, 
30% new oak 

The 2019 Lithic is deeply perfumed, with heady 
aromatics of lavender, boysenberry, strawberries, orange 
blossom, Darjeeling tea, leather, rose petal, and baking 
spices. The gorgeous, silky entry opens to delicious 
flavors of red and purple fruits, clove, potpourri, 
cinnamon stick, which persistent to the ethereal, long 
finish. 

VARIETAL: 90% Cabernet Sauvignon, 
9% Cabernet Franc, 1% Petit Verdot
APPELLATION: Oakville
PRODUCTION: 300 Cases
ALCOHOL: 14.6%
AGING: 22 months in 100% French oak barrels

97 Points - “A primary beast of a wine, the 2017 Cabernet 
Sauvignon Oakville Ranch Vineyard comes from a great 
vineyard in Oakville. Offering full-bodied richness and an 
elegant, layered mouthfeel, it has a wonderful bouquet of 
blue fruits, graphite, crushed rocks, and integrated oak. It has 
the more elegant style of the 2017 vintage, but it certainly 
doesn’t come up short on concentration, richness, or length. 
The vintage doesn’t get much better.” - Jeb Dunnuck

94 Points - “Ripe, fresh and very inviting, with crushed plum 
and blackberry notes leading the way, showing streaks of 
singed vanilla, sweet bay leaf and menthol. The ample grip is 
very fine-grained, melding nicely with the fruit through the 
finish. Drink now through 2034.” - James Molesworth, Wine 
Spectator


